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Sonny Blues 
Sonny blues is a short story written by James Baldwin inform of music. The story shows the painful life of the life of African American on the streets showing the face of oppression. There is a lot of drugs and crime which are used, and there is a little chance to escape from it. The streets by its nature are very corruptive and lure in an adolescent who falls in the addled drug darkness as a way in which they escape the darkness in their lives (Baldwin, 2013). The story is about the narrator’s life and his brother Sonny who I younger than him who can escape the streets of Harlem to pursue their ambitions.

In the song, the writer set it up as an irony that is being explored in the story throughout. The name ‘Sonny’ sounds like the word ‘sunny’ which may mean light, brightness or hope while the word blue presents the reader's image of being sad, night and the darkness. This darkness is a symbol of real life in the streets of Harlem where the drug and crime is the order of the day, and there is a minimal escape on them (Tackach, 2014). The main character found himself in in the center of the scene by being addicted to the drugs more specifically the heroin. He is a struggling jazz musician, and he uses heroin as a way of unleashing creativity and the ability to be an artist by using music. Sonny attempts to step into the light and in a life without the use of drugs. In a mixture of light and darkness, they found that it can be difficult in coping with both of them as it is a very exhausting challenge to grow up in and be able to form an identity. 

The different images from the light are used as an abstract framework in the song. Imagery is viewed first as the narrator think about his brother’s fate in the dark subway and the faces of the people, and in his face, where he is trapped in the darkness which roars outside. The “swinging lights of the subway car” allows him to know about the arrest of his brother’s arrest while the “darkness roared outside” enables the narrator to realize that he has to get and find another way to live and absorb his brother as an addict and as a musician. This darkness is the representation of the people of Harlem where they are trapped in the surrounding by the social, economic and physical barriers (Tackach, 2014). This has overwhelmed everyone and everything in the Harlem streets. The narrator is a teacher and fears for his students not to fall into the drugs and the crime of the streets. There is a harsh reality of the streets and have abandoned the light from the faces of his student as well of his brother. 

The narrator finds the boys where he would be living, where they are living with the rush, and they are bumped into abruptly in the low ceiling of their possibilities. As they were filled with the rage, they knew the two darkness. That is the darkness of their lives as well the darkness which had blinded them, and they now imagined as a dream since they are now together than they were at any other time (Baldwin, 2013). The narrator gives hope to the reader on the life that one can still find life outside the state of slum and become a person of value. He encourages that one should fight against all the odds and the oppression to become someone of value in society. In the end, he says that both the light and the darkness represent the painful nature of the reality of his life and Sonny's life. 
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